Kindly Inquisitors/Open Casket essay 
We’ve talked at length about Rauch’s ideas, about the importance of free speech and free thought to the generation of knowledge. We’ve also talked about how some institutions—with the best of intentions—have sought to eliminate “bad” or “ugly” or “offensive” speech in the name of humanitarianism or the greater good. In Hannah Black’s letter to the Whitney Museum, she argues, for a variety of reasons, that Dana Schutz’s “Open Casket” should be not only removed from view, but destroyed. 
Black’s concerns have valid antecedents (some of which we have discussed): Can a white artist truly understand Mamie Till’s pain in the same way as a black artist? Is she appropriating a tragedy for artistic purposes? Does she have a luxury as a white artist that artists of color don’t have? While these concerns may be culturally true and appropriate, how does her argument violate Rauch’s theory of Liberal Science (and the two rules)?
For this essay, you should discuss why removing and destroying “Open Casket” falls under the definition of Humanitarian Threat. And as such, why must the painting be allowed to remain? 
Some questions to consider when drafting your response:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Yes, this is an issue of free speech and free artistic expression, but what else? What are the risks, according to Rauch, of submitting to pressure and doing what may seem right in the name of correcting past injustices? 
· Even if Black is right, and this painting capitalizes on hundreds of years of oppression, why is it important to let it remain? 
· If we destroy this painting, who else’s painting should be destroyed? Who decides? 
You should frame your essay around Rauch’s thesis (mostly the ideas in chapter 5). Be as specific as you can. Remember, it’s not enough to say, “As an artist, she has the right to express herself.” That’s a fine place to start, but that’s only the tip of the iceberg. 
Your essay should be 4-5 pages, typed, double-spaced, 12 point font. It’s worth 100 points. 
Please bring in a first draft for peer review on Wednesday 4/10. Final draft is due to turnitin Monday 4/15. You have time for revision. Please take advantage of it! 

